
AWA Questionnaire for ECan Candidates

Please follow the format below and write your answer to each question in no more than 50 words 
unless otherwise stated.

Name: James Macbeth Dann

Ward: Owhanga / South

Occupation/role in community: Writer / cinema manager

1. In what ways do you believe that ECan has succeeded in protecting and enhancing our 

natural environment?

One of the successes of ECan has been reducing the pollution in our air. I can remember 

biking to school through thick fog in the 90’s, but the changes to log burners have seriously 

reduced the pollution, and the resulting health implications.

2. In what ways do you believe that Ecan has failed?

It has clearly failed on water. Just look at the state of our rivers, somewhere like Coes Ford. I 

can remember biking out there for a swim less than a decade ago, but now it is an algae-

clogged mess.

3. What specific things do you intend to achieve if you are elected to Ecan? List your 3 main 

priorities.

My three main priorities are: 

- improving and protecting our water quality for ours and future generations

- taking climate change seriously

- working to improve the liveability of Christchurch and the surrounding areas with better 

public transport and urban planning

4. How do you intend to achieve these priorities? List specifically the policies or rules you 

intend to change or implement (no more than 50 words per priority)

I am part of the Labour - People’s Choice team who have a list of specific policies, including:

- encouraging deintensification of agriculture

- cleaning up urban waterways

- working towards a single lead agency for transport planning

- urban planning that takes into account land use and density

5. Do you believe we need to reduce cow numbers on the Canterbury Plains, in order to 

regenerate our waterways and protect our drinking ware supplies?

Yes

6. Would you commit to changing ECan’s planning documents to prevent or substantially 

impede the taking of water from Christchurch’s aquifers for export water bottling? 

Yes



7. Please state (in no more than 75 words) what, in your background, your achievements or 

your world view) qualifies you to represent the people of Canterbury as an elected member 

of Ecan.

I have been an active campaigner for clean water since the National government sacked 

ECan in 2010. I have a background in science, and understand the data behind the 

degradation of Canterbury’s water. Apart from political experience, I also have experience in

broadcasting and media, and will be able to communicate with the public who elect me.


