
AWA Questionnaire for ECan Candidates

Please follow the format below and write your answer to each question in no more than 50 words
unless otherwise stated.

Name: Jenny Hughey 

Ward: Christchurch North East – Orei  ECan 

Occupation/role in community:

1. In what  ways do you believe that ECan has succeeded in  protecting and enhancing  our

natural environment?

There has been long term progress on air quality. An environmental emergency resolution

passed and some work on specific catchment issues. A good start  has been giving more

priority to biodiversity commitments. 

2. In what ways do you believe that Ecan has failed?

ECan has failed to adequately respond to the freshwater crisis. The nitrate problems have

been known for a long time and the measures have been non-existent and then too soft. 

Transport amounts to 53% of city emissions. Action to bring in low carbon emission public

transport has been non-existent. 

3. What  specific things do you intend to achieve if you are elected to Ecan? List your 3 main

priorities.

 Reduce carbon emissions from farms and public transport

 Protect aquifers under the city from further pollution and nitrate leakage

 Engage the people closer in the decision making and rebuild democracy 

4. How do you intend to achieve these priorities? List  specifically  the policies or  rules you

intend to change or implement (no more than 50 words per priority)

 Transition to regenerative agriculture, de intensify dairy farms, with incentives and

enforce best practice methods to prevent nitrate erosion

 Investment in urban water ways for storm water runoff mechanisms ; educate city

dwellers about water use and pollution; increase wetland plantings; and support

community led initiatives

 Strengthen  the  land  and  water  programme  to  ensure  a  cross  section  of  our

community are engaged in guardianship and ethical monitoring and actions to bring

back freshwater back from the brink.

 Move to one public transport agency 

 Increase electric bus numbers, investigate a rapid transit exit network

 Reduce bus fares for students in education, increase bus lanes, bus frequency and

small buses to convenient routes to increase use

Make all  decisions  based on ecological  sustainability  for  the  People’s  Choice/Labour

team on ECan



5. Do you believe we need to reduce cow numbers  on the Canterbury  Plains,  in  order  to

regenerate our waterways and protect our drinking ware supplies?

Yes by 25 %. Research has been undertaken which demonstrates how this could be achieved

while maintaining profit levels and reducing carbon emissions. Lincoln farm research and

other research has proven this to be possible over a period of time.

6. Would  you  commit  to  changing  ECan’s  planning  documents  to  prevent  or  substantially

impede the taking of water from Christchurch’s aquifers for export water bottling? 

Yes

Door knocking has proven people are furious about the water bottling for export.

They believe it is utter madness and so do I.

7. Please state (in no more than 75 words) what, in your background, your achievements or

your world view) qualifies you to represent the people of Canterbury as an elected member

of Ecan.

I believe that our public health and the environment come first in decision making. I have a

Master of Laws degree in public law. I have 11 years’ experience advising elected members

in governance leadership roles at the City Council. I have been a Commissioner on a large

environmental  inquiry  and am currently  national  co-chair  of  Community  Law Centres  of

Aotearoa. I know how to bring about change and work collaboratively with the community. 


