
AWA Questionnaire for ECan Candidates

Please follow the format below and write your answer to each question in no more than 50 words
unless otherwise stated.

Name:

Ward:

Occupation/role in community:

1. In what ways do you believe that ECan has succeeded in protecting and enhancing our
natural environment?

Getting plans passed and enacted. Forming good relationships with industry bodies and
representatives

2. In what ways do you believe that Ecan has failed?

Enforcing the rules set in the plans. Letting industry get away with too much for the sake of
preserving the relationships

3. What specific things do you intend to achieve if you are elected to Ecan? List your 3 main
priorities.

a) Ensuring sustainable water use
b) Stronger enforcement
c) Encouraging land use based on land use suitability

4. How do you intend to achieve these priorities? List specifically the policies or rules you
intend to change or implement (no more than 50 words per priority)

a) moratorium on new water takes. Recalculation of “sustainable” allocation volumes
based on best science. Redefining “sustainable” to mean takes that will be naturally
replaced over the life of the consent.

b) Increasing penalties to be an effective discouragement rather than a slap on the
wrist. Use surplus to employ more compliance officers to ensure rules are being met
and to effectively follow up where they’re not. Working alongside industry to make
sure people have the tools to meet their obligations.

c) FIrstly, having a relative cost structure. i.e. if you’re farming to your land’s most
appropriate use you’re charged less than if you’re using the land in a manner it’s not
suited to supporting. Second, working alongside industry so people are best
equipped to make best use of their land in terms of the land’s capabilities

5. Do you believe we need to reduce cow numbers on the Canterbury Plains, in order to
regenerate our waterways and protect our drinking ware supplies?



Yes. Lincoln University dairy farm has demonstrated you can reduce stocking rate by 30%
and increase profit. There are countless other examples of such success here, nationally, and
internationally

6. Would you commit to changing ECan’s planning documents to prevent or substantially
impede the taking of water from Christchurch’s aquifers for export water bottling?

I would commit to investigating the practicalities and following up on actions that have the
best possible outcomes for our environment.

7. Please state (in no more than 75 words) what, in your background, your achievements or
your world view) qualifies you to represent the people of Canterbury as an elected member
of Ecan.

As a groundwater scientist I have worked to improve understanding of our natural
resources. I have worked in local government. I understand the environment, the technical,
the political, and the operational needs of ECan and where it has been falling over. I’m
committed to ongoing engagement and communication to ensure our communities are
informed and engaged, and have best opportunity to have their say. I want an ECan that
works for our environment, not against.


