
AWA Questionnaire for ECan Candidates

Please follow the format below and write your answer to each question in no more than 50 words 
unless otherwise stated.

Name: Vicky Southworth

Ward: South City - Ōwhanga

Occupation/role in community: Fifteen years professional experience in the environmental sector; 

recently completed a Master of Water Resource Management at the University of Canterbury; 

volunteer supporting restoration planting projects and river catchment groups; and a mum

1. In what ways do you believe that ECan has succeeded in protecting and enhancing our 

natural environment?

Immediate Steps has funded biodiversity projects across Canterbury including riparian 

planting and pest control. A focus on rural areas, introducing Farm Environment Plans 

establishing better land use practices and tighter rules. Monitoring of water abstractions has 

finally been implemented. Some catchment-specific flows and limits on nutrient losses have 

been set.

2. In what ways do you believe that Ecan has failed?

The Canterbury Water Management Strategy developed a collaborative approach to address

environmental concerns. Stakeholders prioritised water quality. When Forest and Bird, 

representing community values of biodiversity and water quality, feel balance is missing, and

progress is slow it’s very concerning. Trust is low and ECan’s ratepayers are very cynical now.

3. What specific things do you intend to achieve if you are elected to Ecan? List your 3 main 

priorities.

Improve urban and rural water quality.

Protect and enhance biodiversity.

Advocate for ECan to have a remit to consider greenhouse gas emissions in the decision-

making process of plan development.

4. How do you intend to achieve these priorities? List specifically the policies or rules you 

intend to change or implement (no more than 50 words per priority)

Water quality: Set a clear expectation for change including a time limit. Support those willing

to work hard to transition. Promptly challenge those who fail to comply with abstraction 

licences, or discharge pollution into urban streams, for example. The collaborative approach 

is great but musn’t benefit procrastinators.

Biodiversity: More funding was made available in the latest Long Term Plan. I would 

continue to prioritise funding for this. There are many opportunities to work collaboratively 

with volunteer groups, landowners, businesses, researchers and public bodies. Tree planting 

to offset carbon emissions offers potential for additional funds  likely to increase.



GHG mitigation: Amazingly ECan has no remit to consider GHG in its land use planning. 

Regional councils should advocate with central government for that to change. It is such an 

urgent issue. All major organisations should focus on avoiding the worst of climate change, 

not just adapting to the effects.

5. Do you believe we need to reduce cow numbers on the Canterbury Plains, in order to 

regenerate our waterways and protect our drinking ware supplies?

A number of actions could reduce impacts on farms now, some requiring additional 

investment. It is likely that cow numbers will have to reduce nevertheless. There are 

opportunities for diversification. Changing while servicing debt is difficult but drinking water 

and biodiversity cannot continue to take second place to individual profits.

6. Would you commit to changing ECan’s planning documents to prevent or substantially 

impede the taking of water from Christchurch’s aquifers for export water bottling? 

We are fortunate to have a plentiful water source which is available for use by individuals 

and businesses. It’s important that plans are in place that protect local users, natural 

features and biodiversity. Spare capacity for resilience in light of potential climate change 

effects is also critical.

7. Please state (in no more than 75 words) what, in your background, your achievements or 

your world view) qualifies you to represent the people of Canterbury as an elected member 

of Ecan.

We urgently need to find ways to improve our degraded environments.

I recently gained a Master of Water Resource Management bringing together 15 years of 

scientific and strategic planning experience. My thesis focused on urban water 

improvements, but I am knowledgeable on rural issues too. I like to listen and am 

comfortable working with a diverse range of people. 

I’ve volunteered on restoration planting projects and helped with a local demonstration rain 

garden


